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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (Continued)

Another large commemorative monument erected in 1909 under the auspices of the New York State
Monuments Commission bears a large bronze plaque listing the names of 219 members of the Eighth New York
Heavy Artillery who were killed or died of wounds received in the Battle of Cold Harbor. It is 11 feet 4 inches
high, and has a bronze tablet measuring 5 feet by 3 feet 4 inches, on which are recorded the casualties of the
regiment. The monument cost $1,143 and was dedicated on the 46th anniversary of the engagement. The 8th
Heavy Artillery originally was organized at Lockport, New York, as the 129th New York Infantry and recruited
principally in Niagara, New Orleans, and Genesee counties. As part of Major General Winfield Scott Hancock's
Second Corps, it was commanded at Cold Harbor by Colonel Peter A. Porter, who was killed there. He was
succeeded in command by Colonel Willard W, Bates.

There is a monument, 7 feet 6 inches in height, made of an original cast iron seacoast artillery tube, secured by a
concrete base. The inscription on the cast bronze plaque affixed to the monument reads as follows:

United States
National Military Cemetery
Cold Harbor, Virginia
Established April 30th, 1866
Interments 1952
Known 673
Unknown 1279

Records available regarding these monuments focus on size, by whom erected, and/or the inscription. No
information is inscribed on the monuments as to the name of the sculptor or the foundry which fabricated the
memorials,

The lodge was constructed in 1870 from a design by Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs and is
Second Empire in style. It is an L-shaped, stone structure with a slate mansard roof (now covered with
aluminum shingles). The main portion is one and one-half stories with dormer windows projecting from the
mansard roof. The first floor contains an entry porch, living room, dining room, kitchen, and office. The upper
story contains two bedrooms and a bath. The lodge contains a partial basement. There is a total of 1,364 square
feet of living space. The windows on the first story are six-over-six double hung, while the upper-story
windows are casement types with two panes in each casement. The interior retains much of the original fabric.
It is finished with hardwood floors and plastered walls and ceilings. A brick and frame kitchen lean-to addition
on the rear was constructed in the early 1900s. In 1925, a concrete front porch floor replaced the wood floor. A
buff-colored brick garage with stone inserts was added in the 1950s.





